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Contact reference person:

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact us. 
once further information particularly with regard the root cause of the observed infections 

For questions regarding this 
Deutschland GmbH

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter
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i.V. Christian Peis

Director Quality Assurance Cardiopulmonary BU
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FOR GENERAL HEALTHCARE STAFF
• Mycobacteria are widely distributed in the ecosystem

chlorinated drinking water. 
causes TB.
mycobacteria 
opportunistic 

• For example, 
with cystic fibrosis.  (Cohen

• The various 
characteristics.
accurate identification.

• In order to control these 
effective chemicals against NTM and 
disinfectants and 

• Particular attention 
not sterilized, for example by filtration, often carries these kinds of bacteria.

MYCOBACTERIA ARE 
• Mycobacteria have a natural resistance to many disinfectants. 

wall, which is
wall makes a substantial contribution to the environmental and chemical tolerance of this group.  
http://www.cdc.gov/hicpac/Disinfection_Sterilization/4_0efficacyDS.html

FOR TECHNICAL & MEDICAL STAFF
• Mycobacteria require s

may be present in the samples and not detected due to the inadequate culture media or incubation 
periods. 
isolates. 

• Sampling 
surfaces directly, or v
Also, using a surfactant (e.g. Tween) can assist in recovering during sampling and manipulation during 
culture/testing.

•  It is likely that the presence of these NTM can be overlooked by routine medical microbiological and 
environmental testing.

• Sampling 
whenever mycobacterial infection is a risk
For general mycobacteriology see:
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/cda
For detailed on NTM information se
https://www.thoracic.org/statements/resources/mtpi/nontuberculous
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opportunistic infections
For example, M. chimaera
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accurate identification.
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Particular attention must 
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Mycobacteria have a natural resistance to many disinfectants. 

which is thicker than in 
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It is likely that the presence of these NTM can be overlooked by routine medical microbiological and 
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For detailed on NTM information se
https://www.thoracic.org/statements/resources/mtpi/nontuberculous
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FOR GENERAL HEALTHCARE STAFF
Mycobacteria are widely distributed in the ecosystem
chlorinated drinking water.  Some species are classic human pathogens, for example 

However, most mycobacteria are not considered harmful to humans.  These environmental 
are termed nontuberculous
infections. (Van Ingen, J Med Microbiol,
M. chimaera was identified as the causative agent of a respiratory tract infection in patients 

with cystic fibrosis.  (Cohen-Bacrie et al. Journal of Medical Case Reports 2011, 5:473).
NTM species have 

Special methods must be employed to determine presence or absence and to obtain 
accurate identification. 
In order to control these organisms in medical environments 
effective chemicals against NTM and 

medical equipment
must be paid to the use of water in critical health care situation

not sterilized, for example by filtration, often carries these kinds of bacteria.
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Mycobacteria have a natural resistance to many disinfectants. 
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